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UPDATE ON OUWB
MEDICAL STUDENT RESEARCH SURVEY
Among our initiatives as a Community Partner with The Oakland University William Beaumont
School of Medicine, your MPN supported the efforts of one of their medical students with her Capstone research project on the effects of polio on aging polio survivors. MPN assisted in the mailing of
a significant number of anonymous surveys to addresses in our database of Michigan resident polio
survivors. The response from our membership was astounding! Very close to one-half of the delivered
surveys were completed and returned on a timely basis! We take great pride in the interest of our
members in helping us to increase awareness of polio and post-polio among the medical community.
The completed surveys are being analyzed and implemented in this research project. While research
is a time-consuming process, we plan to share the results when available.♦♦♦
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Michigan Polio Network Board of Directors
meetings are held in Northville at Cassel's Restaurant.
You are invited to attend any of our meetings.
Three 2016 B of D meetings will be on:
May 21 (immediately followed by the annual meeting),
July 16, and October 15♦♦♦

Polio Perspectives is a quarterly publication of the
Michigan Polio Network, Inc.
Editor ....................................................Vera Hazel
Address ................................... 15235 Ackerson Dr.
City/State ......................... Battle Creek, MI 49014
Phone .................................................269-964-8194

FROM THE
CHAIR
Spring 2016
Think Spring with the
new buds on the trees
and the flowers starting to bloom, we have overcome another
winter and are now ready for warm weather and sunshine.

911 and I went to the hospital where I remained for 5 days being treated for pneumonia. The pneumonia has cleared up, but
because of inactivity in the hospital I continue to work with a physical therapist to regain my lost leg strength. The pneumonia
vaccine does not cover all the strains, but it
may make the illness less severe.
We continue to encourage everyone to visit our web site for polio/post-polio information. www.michiganpolionetwork.com

We thank all of you that received and reBruce E. Sachs, Chairman
turned the Oakland University William
Beaumont School of Medicine survey, we
Michigan Polio Network
had a great response. We are continuing our
besachs@sbcglobal.net
cooperation with OUWB and will have
news as it becomes available.
Most countries have continued to use the
Sabin [live vaccine] in the worldwide eradication program. There are 3 types of polio
virus and the vaccines protected against all
3 strains. Under the new guidelines the present vaccine will be replaced with a bivalent
vaccine. This will continue to protect infants
from poliovirus types 1 and 3. There have
been no cases of type 2 polio in over 15
years, therefore there is no need to continue
the type 2 protection.
Before I left for Florida, I visited my doctor and made sure I was up to date on all
my vaccinations. I was given a pneumonia
booster and told everything was fine.
While on a 7 day Caribbean cruise, I began
to cough and feel tired and spent the last
day in my cabin. Upon arriving back in
Florida and coughing more Dianne called
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MPN BOARD
MEETING CHANGE

ATTENTION MPN MEMBERS
MICHIGAN POLIO NETWORK
TELEPHONE NUMBER DISCONTINUED

The board agreed to reduce the number of
regularly scheduled board meetings beginning in 2016.
There will be three actual meetings (instead
of five) next year.
There will continue to be the January email
update in lieu of a meeting.
The three regular meetings will be May 21
(immediately followed by the annual meeting)
July 16, and

(989) 739-4065
______________________________

PLEASE NOTE THAT DUE TO A LACK
OF MEMBER USAGE,
THIS MPN PHONE NUMBER
HAS BEEN DISCONTINUED.
TO REACH MPN BY TELEPHONE
PLEASE USE THE BOARD OF DIRECTOR
PHONE NUMBERS PUBLISHED ON THE
LAST PAGE OF EVERY
POLIO PERSPECTIVES NEWSLETTER

October 15.
The meetings will continue to be held in
Northville at Cassel's Restaurant.
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A letter from a doctor to
those with chronic diseases.
Read it: it's so valuable!

But chronic unsolvable disease stands square in our
way. You don’t get better, and it makes many of us
frustrated, and it makes some of us mad at you. We
don’t want to face things we can’t fix because it
shows our limits. We want the miraculous, and you
deny us that chance.

A LETTER TO PATIENTS WITH CHRONIC
DISEASE

And since this is the perspective you have when you
see doctors, your view of them is quite different.
July 14, 2010
You see us getting frustrated. You see us when we
by Rob Lamberts
feel like giving up. When we take care of you, we
Dear Patients: You have it very hard, much harder
have to leave behind the illusion of control, of powthan most people understand. Having sat for 16
er over disease. We get angry, feel insecure, and
years listening to the stories, seeing the tiredness in
want to move on to a patient who we can fix, save,
your eyes, hearing you try to describe the indeor impress. You are the rock that proves how easily
scribable, I have come to understand that I too
the ship can be sunk. So your view of doctors is
can’t understand what your lives are like. How do
quite different.
you answer the question, “how do you feel?” when
you’ve forgotten what “normal” feels like? How do
Then there is the fact that you also possess someyou deal with all of the people who think you are
thing that is usually our domain: knowledge. You
exaggerating your pain, your emotions, your faknow more about your disease than many of us do
tigue? How do you decide when to believe them or
– most of us do. Your MS, rheumatoid arthritis,
when to trust your own body? How do you cope
end-stage kidney disease, Cushing’s disease, bipowith living a life that won’t let you forget about
lar disorder, chronic pain disorder, brittle diabetes,
your frailty, your limits, your mortality?
or disabling psychiatric disorder – your defining
pain – is something most of us don’t regularly enI can’t imagine.
counter. It’s something most of us try to avoid. So
But I do bring something to the table that you may
you possess deep understanding of something that
not know. I do have information that you can’t remany doctors don’t possess. Even doctors who speally understand because of your unique perspeccialize in your disorder don’t share the kind of
tive, your battered world. There is something that
knowledge you can only get through living with a
you need to understand that, while it won’t undo
disease. It’s like a parent’s knowledge of their child
your pain, make your fatigue go away, or lift your
versus that of a pediatrician. They may have
emotions, it will help you. It’s information without
breadth of knowledge, but you have depth of
which you bring yourself more pain than you need
knowledge that no doctor can possess.
suffer; it’s a truth that is a key to getting the help
you need much easier than you have in the past. It
So when you approach a doctor – especially one
may not seem important, but trust me, it is.
you’ve never met before – you come with a
knowledge of your disease that they don’t have,
You scare doctors.
and a knowledge of the doctor’s limitations that
No, I am not talking about the fear of disease, pain,
few other patients have. You see why you scare
or death. I am not talking about doctors being
doctors? It’s not your fault that you do, but ignorafraid of the limits of their knowledge. I am talking
ing this fact will limit the help you can only get
about your understanding of a fact that everyone
from them. I know this because, just like you know
else seems to miss, a fact that many doctors hide
your disease better than any doctor, I know what
from: we are normal, fallible people who happen to
being a doctor feels like more than any patient
doctor for a job. We are not special. In fact, many
could ever understand. You encounter doctors inof us are very insecure, wanting to feel the affirmatermittently (more than you wish, perhaps); I live
tion of people who get better, hearing the praise of
as a doctor continuously.
those we help. We want to cure disease, to save
lives, to be the helping hand, the right person in the
Continued next page...
right place at the right time.
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A LETTER TO PATIENTS continued...

in after a long absence with a huge list of problems
they want me to address. I can’t work that way,
and I don’t think many doctors can. Each visit
should address only a few problems at a time, otherwise things get confused and more mistakes are
made. It’s OK to keep a list of your own problems
so things don’t get left out – I actually like getting
those lists, as long as people don’t expect me to
handle all of the problems. It helps me to prioritize
with them.
Don’t put up with the jerks – unless you have no
choice (in the ER, for example), you should keep
looking until you find the right doctor(s) for you.
Some docs are not cut out for chronic disease, while
some of us like the long-term relationship. Don’t
feel you have to put up with docs who don’t listen
or minimize your problems. At the minimum, you
should be able to find a doctor who doesn’t totally
suck.
Forgive us – Sometimes I forget about important
things in my patients’ lives. Sometimes I don’t
know you’ve had surgery or that your sister comes
to see me as well. Sometimes I avoid people because
I don’t want to admit my limitations. Be patient
with me – I usually know when I’ve messed up, and
if you know me well I don’t mind being reminded.
Well, maybe I mind it a little.
You know better than anyone that we docs are just
people – with all the stupidity, inconsistency, and
fallibility that goes with that – who happen to doctor for a living. I hope this helps, and I really hope
you get the help you need. It does suck that you
have your problem; I just hope this perhaps decreases that suckishness a little bit.
Sincerely, Dr. Rob

So let me be so bold as to give you advice on dealing
with doctors. There are some things you can do to
make things easier, and others that can sabotage
any hope of a good relationship:
Don’t come on too strong – yes, you have to advocate for yourself, but remember that doctors are
used to being in control. All of the other patients
come into the room with immediate respect, but
your understanding has torn down the doctor-god
illusion. That’s a good thing in the long-run, but
few doctors want to be greeted with that reality
from the start. Your goal with any doctor is to
build a partnership of trust that goes both ways,
and coming on too strong at the start can hurt your
chances of ever having that.
Show respect – I say this one carefully, because
there are certainly some doctors who don’t treat
patients with respect – especially ones like you with
chronic disease. These doctors should be avoided.
But most of us are not like that; we really want to
help people and try to treat them well. But we have
worked very hard to earn our position; it was not
bestowed by fiat or family tree. Just as you want to
be listened to, so do we.
Keep your eggs in only a few baskets – find a good
primary care doctor and a couple of specialists you
trust. Don’t expect a new doctor to figure things
out quickly. It takes me years of repeated visits to
really understand many of my chronic disease patients. The best care happens when a doctor understands the patient and the patient understands the
doctor. This can only happen over time. Heck, I
struggle even seeing the chronically sick patients
Taken from The Degos Disease Support Network Website
for other doctors in my practice. There is something very powerful in having understanding built
over time.
Use the ER only when absolutely needed – Emergency room physicians will always struggle with
Good friends are like
you. Just expect that. Their job is to decide if you
need to be hospitalized, if you need emergency
stars...You don't always
treatment, or if you can go home. They might not
see them,
fix your pain, and certainly won’t try to fully understand you. That’s not their job. They went into
but you know they are
their specialty to fix problems quickly and move
on, not manage chronic disease. The same goes for
always there.
any doctor you see for a short time: they will try to
get done with you as quickly as possible.
Don’t avoid doctors – one of the most frustrating
things for me is when a complicated patient comes
6

CONTINUING EDUCATION
ZIKA VIRUS

LIBRARY CORNER,
SPRING 2016
Hello, Readers!
I wish you a happy spring
from my home in suburban
Detroit, where this April
First finds the daffodils and
hyacinths starting to bloom,
the crocuses all done after a
colorful display, and the deer making occasional
visits to what they may be thinking is a
lovely salad bar (Tulips, anyone??).
As always, if you're interested in borrowing
any books or other items from the MPN
Library, please contact me via phone
(248-853-5465) or e-mail
(denilaur@sbcglobal.net).
Materials are sent to you for a month's use
(or longer, by request) with you paying the
postage to return them to me (an envelope
is provided for this). There's a list of available materials on the excellent MPN website
(www.michiganpolionetwork.com), where
you'll also find lots of information on the
subjects of Polio and Post-Polio Syndrome.
I haven't added any new books to our collection recently, which reminds me to ask
you to let me know if you hear of any interesting new books and so on about Polio or
PPS. I may be able to purchase them so
that they can be shared with MPN members who might want to borrow them. I
thank you for any recommendations you
can pass along!
Time to close this so I can bundle up and go
for a short walk. The date and the floral
"display" in our garden may say that it's
spring, but the need for winter coat, hat,
and gloves sure reminds me of winter!!
'Bye for now,
Laura Barbour, Librarian

Prof. M. Kossove
Zika virus disease is a mosquito-borne disease,
caused by Zika virus (ZIKV) which causes a mild
febrile illness with maculo-papular rash. Other
symptoms include muscle pain, joint pain with possible swelling of the small joints of the hands and
feet, headache, pain behind the eye, and conjunctivitis. As symptoms are often mild, infection may go
unrecognized, or be misdiagnosed as dengue.
Symptoms last only a few days. Before 2007, viral
circulation and a few outbreaks were documented
in tropical Africa and in some areas in Southeast
Asia. Since 2007, several islands of the Pacific region have experienced outbreaks. In 2015, ZIKV
disease outbreaks were reported in South America
for the first time. It is now considered as an emerging infectious disease.
There is no cure for Zika virus disease. Treatment
is focused on relieving the symptoms. Zika virus is
closely related to dengue virus. It was first isolated
from a rhesus monkey in Zika forest, Uganda in
1947, in mosquitoes (Aedes africanus) in the same
forest in 1948, and in humans in Nigeria in 1954.
Both Aedes aegypti and Aedes albopictus have
been implicated in large outbreaks of Zika, Ae. Aegytti is confined to tropical and subtropical regions,
while Ae. Albopictus can be found in tropical, subtropical, and temperate regions. Ae. polynesiensis
was suspected to pread Zika virus in French Polynesia in 2013, Neither of these endemic species had
been recognized as a Zika virus vector before, indicating that as this emerging disease spreads to previously unaffected countries, the potential exists for
other endemic Aedes species to play a role in transmission. Some evidence suggests Zika virus can
also be transmitted to humans through blood
transfusion, perinatal transmission, and sexual
transmission. These modes are very rare.
Approximately one in four people infected with
Zika virus will develop symptoms. To date, there
have been no reported deaths associated with Zika
virus.♦♦♦
References: CDC,
National Center for Emerging and Zoonotic Infectious
Diseases
WHO, Western Pacific Region
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CONTACT AND SUPPORT GROUPS

MID-MICHIGAN (PPSG)
ANN ARBOR (PPSG)
Jean Iutzi, Harrison, MI
(989) 539-3781
Liina Paasuke
(734) 332-1715 Group info. 1-800-999-3199
Sunny Roller
(734) 971-1335 Meeting twice a year. June and Nov.
Meetings 3rd Tues. of August and December.
CLIO AREA POLIO SURVIVORS SUPPORTGROUP
The New Clio Area Polio Support Group is held
at the Clio Area Senior Center
2136 W. Vienna Rd. Clio, MI 48420
On the third Friday each month at 9:00-10:30am.
Facilitator is Dennis Hoose phone: (810) 6860292
To join our group call
(810) 687-7260
HARTFORD, MICHIGAN - PPSG
Jeannie Wessendorf
Support group meetings at Hartford Federated
Church, Hartford Michigan for meeting times
please call Jeannie at 269-621-2059 or email
jeanniew@provide.net
LANSING AREA POST POLIO SUPPORT
GROUP
Meets at 1:30pm on the second Tuesday of
spring, summer, fall months - April through November.
Held in the lounge of Plymouth Congregational
Church, 2001 East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, Michigan.
Margaret Nielsen Williams
(517) 336-5921
Email: nielsenwilliams@yahoo.com

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN (PPSG)
Bonnie Levitan
(313) 885-7855
co-facilitated by Bruce Sachs
(586) 465-3104
Dianne Dych-Sachs
(586) 465-3104
Bobbi Stevens
(248) 549-2149
Tim Brown
(313) 886-6081
Meets 4th Sat. of the month
March thru September 10am-Noon

INFORMATION CONTACTS
MICHGAN POLIO COLLECTION LIBRARY
% Laura Barbour
1156 Avon Manor Road
Rochester Hills, MI 48307-5415
Phone
(248) 853-5465
MPN WEB SITE
http://www.michiganpolionetwork.com/
POST-POLIO HEALTH INTERNATIONAL
(PHI)
4207 Lindell Blvd #110,
Saint Louis, Missouri 63108
FAX (314)534-5070
Phone (314) 534-0475
info@post-polio.org
www.post-polio.org
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MICHIGAN POLIO NETWORK
CANIDATES FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2016 ELECTION

TIMOTHY BROWN is a survivor of paralytic polio since 1953. He retired in
2008 after a career spanning forty years working for three companies in executive
financial management positions. Tim has been a member of the Michigan Polio
Network for many years, and, since having been elected to the MPN board of directors in 2010, has served as Vice Chairman, Treasurer and Membership Chairman. Tim would be pleased to continue to contribute his efforts to the MPN as a
member of its board of directors.

VIRGINIA BROWN (GINNY) retired in 2008 after a 40 year career in elementary education with a specialty in Reading Recovery. Ginny has served on the
MPN board since 2010 and also holds the position of MPN Assistant Secretary.
Ginny is the spouse of Timothy Brown, who currently serves as the MPN Vice
Chairman and Treasurer and, along with him, is very active in network activities.
In addition to her involvement with MPN, Ginny serves on the board of trustees
of the Grosse Pointe Garden Center and is past president of the Deeplands Garden Club in Grosse Pointe.

MICHAEL W.R. (MIKE) DAVIS of Royal oak, Michigan. He just turned 13 in
the summer of 1944 when he was struck down in Kentucky’s second largest polio
epidemic.
His business card says “Author-Journalist Historian”. Michael has been on the
Michigan Polio Network Board of Directors since 2012.

CARL FENNER contracted polio in 1952 at the age of 14. Carl has been involved
in many voluntary endeavors most of all at the Disability Network in Flint, Michigan. He is involved in housing for the disabled and transportation for disabled.
Carl has been on the Michigan Polio Network Board of Directors since 1992.
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MICHIGAN POLIO NETWORK
CANIDATES FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2016 ELECTION

RICHARD KUGAL served on MPN board from 1993 to 2006, as Treasurer
from 1994 to 2002. He is currently assistant Treasurer of the network. Retired
from Genral Motors Audit Staff in 1998, currently working as a consultant for
Bartech at General Motors. Is currently living in Shelby Twp. with wife Sharon.
They have six grand children. Rick did not have Polio.

BRUCE SACHS is a Polio Survivor since 1940. He has served on the Michigan
Polio Network Board of Directors since 2003 and is Chairman since 2006.
Bruce was a public elementary school teacher for 42 years and has a masters
degree in Educational Leadership.

MICHAEL F. SCHARL is not a polio survivor. He joined the MPN Board in
July of 2014. He has worked on several MPN projects including a complete
overhaul of the MPN website in 2013.
Mike is an Information Technology consultant and has worked with current
MPN treasurer, Tim Brown, at various businesses for almost 30 years.
His aunt was a polio survivor

RICHARD (RICK) SCHWENDENMANN is a Polio Survivor. He has been a
member of the Post Polio Network for about six years. He is retired from United
Airlines in 2005 after 28years with the company in many different roles. He is
married to Gwen and has one daughter Heather.
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MICHIGAN POLIO NETWORK, INC. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICIAL ELECTION BALLOT TWO YEAR TERM 2016-18
You may vote for a total of fourteen (14) persons, including any write-in which you may add below the
ballot. Please provide the required information for any write-in candidates, as well as a brief biography
stating your/his/her intentions and interest.
Write this on a separate sheet of paper and place it inside the ballot self-mailer (you will need to tape the
sides of the fold-up envelope).
The Annual Meeting of the Michigan Polio Network, Inc., will be held on Saturday, May
21, 2016 at Cassel’s Family Restaurant, 43003 7 Mile Rd., Northville, Michigan at
12:00pm. We encourage all interested in the future of the Network to attend.
2016 NOMINEES ARE AS FOLLOWS: CIRCLE YES FOR EACH CHOICE
Ginny Brown* ————————–———————- YES
Tim Brown (PS)* ————————————–——– YES
Mike W.R. Davis (PS)* ——————————––—– YES
Carl Fenner (PS)* ——————————–———— YES
Richard Kugel* ——–—————–———————- YES
Bruce Sachs (PS)* ——–—————————–—-— YES
Mike Scharl * ————————————————– YES
Rick Schwendenmann (PS)* ——————————– YES
*Incumbent - (PS) Polio Survivor
WRITE-IN CANDIDATES (PLEASE PROVIDE STREET & E-MAIL ADDRESS, AS
WELL AS ABOVE-MENTIONED BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION ON A SEPARATE
SHEET OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH YOUR BALLOT):
1. NAME ——————————————————————–——–—–—- (PS?) Y/N
2. NAME ——————————————————————–——–——–- (PS?) Y/N
3 NAME ————————————————–—————————-——- (PS?) Y/N
Please mark your ballot and remove this page from your copy of Polio Perspectives.
Turn the page over, write your return address in the appropriate place, fold the page in
thirds according to the lines, tape the newly-made “envelope” closed, put a stamp in the upper right corner, and mail the ballot.
It must be postmarked no later than April 30, 2016 in order to be counted.
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—————————————————————————————————————————–--————————————————-place
Stamp
here

Gwen Dyc-Schwendenmann
31100 South Hill Rd
New Hudson, MI 48165
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————--
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AIR CARRIER ACCESS ACT
(ACAA)
In 1986, Congress passed the Air Carrier Access
Act (ACAA), which guaranteed that people with
disabilities would receive consistent and nondiscriminatory treatment when traveling by air. The
ACAA states simply:
“No air carrier shall discriminate against any otherwise qualified handicapped individual, by reason
of such handicap, in the provision of air transportation.” All domestic carriers and foreign carriers
doing business in the United States are covered by
the provisions of the ACAA.
In 1990, the Department of Transportation (DOT)
issued regulations to enforce the ACAA. These
regulations set out certain requirements for the airlines. While some of these regulations require the
design of aircraft to be more accessible, most require airlines to modify their practices to ensure
that passengers with disabilities do not encounter
discrimination.
DOT Hotline
The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) has
established a toll-free hotline to assist travelers
with disabilities that operates from 9 AM to 5 PM
EST Monday through Friday, except federal holidays.
The hotline will provide general information to
consumers about the rights of air travelers with
disabilities, respond to requests for printed consumer information, and assist air travelers with
time-sensitive disability-related issues that need to
be addressed in "real time." Air travelers who experience disability-related air travel service problems may call the hotline at 1-800-778-4838 (voice)
or 1-800-455-9880 (TTY).
Select from the links below to learn more about air
carrier access.
Air Carrier Access Act regulations
Air travel service problems
Air Carrier hotline

THE REGULATIONS
Aircraft Accessibility
All new aircraft and any aircraft that undergoes
replacement of cabin interior elements, lavatories,
or seats must meet these accessibility requirements:
Aircraft with 30 or more passenger seats will have
movable armrests on at least one half of aisle seats,
which will be made available to passengers with
mobility impairments.
Aircraft with 100 or more passenger seats shall
have a priority space in the cabin for stowage of at
least one folding wheelchair.
Aircraft with more than one aisle must have at
least one accessible lavatory.
Aircraft with more than 60 passenger seats with an
accessible lavatory will have an on-board wheelchair.
Aircraft with more than 60 passenger seats will
provide an on-board wheelchair on request for access to an inaccessible lavatory.
AIR CARRIER POLICIES
Refusal of Transportation
Carrier personnel may not refuse transportation to
any passenger with a disability except on the basis
of safety, nor may they limit the number of passengers with disabilities on a flight. A carrier that denies service shall specify in writing the basis for refusal within 10 days.
Advance Notice
A carrier may require up to 48-hours advance notice and one hour advance check-in for the following reasons:
Transportation for an electric wheelchair on an
aircraft with fewer than 60 seats.
Provision by the carrier of hazardous materials
packaging for a wheelchair battery.
Special situations such as oxygen, incubator, hookup for respirator, or accommodation for a passenger who must travel by stretcher.
Continued next page...

13

(ACAA) continued...
Accommodation for 10 or more individuals with
disabilities traveling as a group, e.g., a sports team.
Provision for an on-board wheelchair on an aircraft without an accessible lavatory.
If advance notice is not given, air carriers shall
provide the service if they are able to do so with
reasonable efforts and without delaying the flight.
Attendants
Carriers may not require a passenger to travel
with an attendant except in very limited circumstances (see Sec.382.35). If the airline overrides a
passenger’s decision to travel without an attendant,
it may designate the attendant but cannot charge
for his or her transportation.
Seat Assignments and Accommodations
Carriers may not exclude any qualified individual
with a disability from any seat except in order to
comply with FAA safety regulations. (The FAA
exit row seating rules require that people in these
seats meet certain criteria that may deny some people with disabilities seating in exit rows.) If a service animal cannot be accommodated at the passenger’s assigned seat, the carrier shall offer to
move the passenger to an alternative seat that can
accommodate the animal.
Carriers shall provide upon request seats with
movable armrests to passengers who use aisle
chairs and cannot transfer over a fixed armrest;
seats next to each other for passengers traveling
with personal-care attendants, readers, or interpreters; and bulkhead or other appropriate seat
for an individual traveling with a service animal or
a passenger with a fused or immobilized leg.
Provision of Services and Equipment
Carriers shall provide assistance to passengers
with disabilities in enplaning, deplaning, making
flight connections, and transporting between gates.
Boarding shall be by level entry jet bridge, ramp or
mechanical lift on planes with 19 or more seats.
Air carrier personnel are not required to hand carry a passenger onto the plane. Carriers shall not

leave a passenger unattended in a ground or
boarding wheelchair for more than 30 minutes. On
aircraft with fewer than 19 seats or planes with less
than 30 seats that cannot accommodate lifts or
boarding chairs, boarding assistance shall be any
means available (with the passenger’s consent) other than hand carrying. Assistance with eating,
with medical services, or in the bathroom is not required.
Stowage of Personal Equipment
Passengers using personal ventilators or respirators are permitted to use their own equipment on
board the aircraft. Personal oxygen is considered a
hazardous material and may not be carried on
board. Assistive devices may be stored in overhead
compartments and under seats consistent with carry-on baggage rules. If a passenger chooses to preboard and the on-board stowage area will accommodate a collapsible wheelchair, the passenger’s
wheelchair may be stored with priority over other
passengers’ and flight attendants’ carry-on
baggage.
Wheelchairs and other assistive devices that are
checked will be surrendered and returned as close
as possible to the door of the aircraft (generally on
the jetway) and have priority over other luggage in
the baggage compartment. Battery-powered
wheelchairs shall be accepted as baggage where
compartment size permits. Batteries are not to be
separated from wheelchairs unless necessary to
meet DOT hazardous materials rules. Carriers
will provide battery packaging upon request.
Treatment of Mobility Aids/Assistive Devices
Assistive devices are to be returned to the passenger in the same condition in which they are received. Airlines cannot require an individual to
sign a waiver for damage or loss of a wheelchair or
assistive device. Carriers must cover the cost of
repairing or replacing damaged and lost equipment.
Continued next page...
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(ACAA) continued...
Passenger Information
Carriers shall furnish any general information provided within the terminal (e.g., delay in departure)
to passengers with disabilities, including those with
vision or hearing impairments. Carriers shall
make available on request information about the
ACAA regulations and the accessible features or
limitations of the aircraft.
Accommodations for People with Hearing
Impairments
Carriers shall make available TTY service during
the same hours telephone service is available to the
general public. Safety briefings shall be accessible
to people with hearing impairments by means of
captioned or signed video presentation where
possible.
Miscellaneous
Carriers shall permit service animals to accompany the passenger on the flight, may require medical
certificates only in limited circumstances, and shall
not impose charges for providing required facilities, equipment, or services. No passenger shall be
required to sit on a blanket or be restricted in
movement in terminals.
Training
A critical element of these procedural require-

ments is training. DOT requires all carriers
operating aircraft with 29 or more seats to train
“to proficiency” all personnel who deal with the
traveling public.
Complaints
Air carriers are required to have Complaint Resolution Officials (CRO) available during all hours of
operation to resolve disability related complaints.
Anyone who feels they have been the subject of discriminatory actions or treatment by air carriers
should initially ask to speak to the CRO on duty.
Passengers may file a complaint online at this link.
Complaints can also be sent via e-mail, letter, or
complaint form to the Department of Transportation's Aviation Consumer Protection Division at
airconsumer@ost.dot.gov or mailed to this address:
Aviation Consumer Protection Division
Attn: C-75-D
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Security Screening
Security screenings are now regulated by the
Transportation Safety Administration of the Department of Homeland Security. Specific information about screening of passengers with disabilities can be found at http://www.tsa.gov/.♦♦♦
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POLIO SURVIVORS SHARING
This is a one-on-one e-mail list so you can mail only
to the selected name; an e-mail list of Polio Survivors
who wish to communicate with other Polio Survivors
and discuss your concerns, ideas, fun, jokes, as well
as sharing information of what is happening to each
other. I would like your permission to add you on
this list. Please email to Hazel3SGS@comcast.net to
get on the list! Also include your city and state. Happy Sharing!! ☺
Vera Hazel, Editor
kram@charter.net -Karen Rambadt
Allegan, MI
jpasich@sbcglobal.net - Judy
Ann Arbor, MI
nandurston@comcast.net - Nancy Durston
Ann Arbor, MI
hrkolde@comcast.net - Rowena Kolde
Bloomfield Hills, MI
denny@4cld.net - Dennis Cook
Chesaning, MI
Aeriba@aol.com –Arlene M. Riba
Chelsea, MI
dmrydzon@aol.com - Debbie Rydzon
Chelsea MI
saramariewatson@yahoo.com -Sara Marie Watson
Clinton Township, MI
ljcot@aol.com –Larry Cotton
Dearborn, MI
jeanniew@provide.net - Jeannie Wessendorf
Decatur, MI
LLBUTLER149@MSN.COM -Linda Butler
Dearborn Heights MI
rileyjlb@comcast.net - Judy
Dearborn Heights, MI
Cairnview@comcast.net - Ean
Dearborn Heights, MI
ladypotts_1@netzero.net Karen
Erie, MI
bobjudijones@charter.net - Judi Jones
Elk Rapids, MI
johnandsue6563@yahoo.com - John Edwards
Evart, MI

LAURELHAY@SBCGLOBAL.NET - Laurel
Escanaba, MI
dorisausterberry@gmail.com- Doris Austerberry
Farmington Hills, MI
itopor@aol.com - Iris
Farmington Hills, MI
gramma44@hotmail.com - Linda
Farwell, MI
jackodawa@gmail.com - Judy Keway
Fenton, MI
lquade@umflint.edu - A. Lesa Quade
Flint, MI
cmareb@aol.com—Carolyn Anderson
Flint, MI
jandjkippe@aol.com—John Kippe
Flint, MI
brilljamesa@gmail.com -James A. Brill
Fraser, MI
GLacagoo@aol.com - Laura
Clinton Twp, MI
fradlefraser@aol.com - Lorraine Fradle
Fraser, MI
ajlsguik@att.net - Linda S Guikema
Fremont, MI
jmc65@ncats.net - Michael Cook
Fremont MI
bb_dutchess@yahoo.com –Beverly Bucellato
Fowlerville, MI
JoanMcCarthy@sbcglobal.net - Joan
Grand Haven, MI
tpbrown47@gmail.com - Tim
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI
pigger_38@yahoo.com - Bonnie
Grosse Pointe, MI
jwanchik@comcast.net - Joseph Wanchik
Harper woods, MI
lindagrimsley@sbcglobal.net Linda Grimsley
Jackson, MI
leberghoef@sbcglobal.net -Leonard Berghoef
Jenison, MI
JPO6295@aol.com John P. Overley
Kalamazoo, MI
Continued next page...
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SURVIVORS SHARING continued...
LindaLRobb@aol.com - Linda
Kalamazoo, MI
grossjjr@voyager.net - Janice & Roger Gross
Lansing, MI
jandj316@aol.com - Jennifer
Livonia, MI
priscsmth@yahoo.com - Priscilla Smith
Livonia, MI
winim@att.net -Winifred Manoian
Livonia, MI
basirico@sbcglobal.net - Barbara Basirico
Macomb, MI
btoleksa@aol.com - Bernie
Marshall, MI
vandar@sbcglobal.net- Darlene Vanderwood
Middleville, MI
joanhmiller@charter.net -Joan
Monroe, MI
mjamolsch@gmail.com - Maryjean Amolsch
Monroe, MI
besachs@sbcglobal.net- Bruce Sachs
Mt Clemens, MI
pattieparker@gmail.com –Pattie Parker
Mt Clemens, MI
maryk1660@aol.com - Mary K. Kolbe
Muskegon, MI
vallen2@comcast.net-Velma J. Allen-Farmer
Muskegon, MI
susanvrm@clear.net.nz - Susan Kerr
New Zealand, MI
PhyllisPanozzo@comcast.net. -Phyllis Panozzo
Niles, MI
virginiafinkbeiner@yahoo.com - Virginia
North Branch, MI
Anniefred2001@yahoo.com - Patricia A Lipsey
Okemos, MI
suzee5@juno.com -Ellen Luke
Ortonville MI
fabo48@hotmail.com -Fran
Quincy, MI
sharon_kugel@hotmail.com - Sharon
Rochester Hills, MI

kosterruthj@yahoo.com

- Ruth

Rockford, MI
thommatheson@yahoo.com - Thom Matheson
Roseville, MI
bstevens1975@yahoo.com - Bobbi
Royal Oak, MI
black.karen@att.net -Karen Black
Saline, MI
Kathi644D@aol.com -Kathe
Shelby Township, MI
gpjay@toast.net - Patricia A Johansen
Six Lakes, MI
jhuck7321@yahoo.com - Jerry Huck
Selby Twp, MI
RLloreJ@aol.com -Ramón
South Haven, MI
sharonf@btc-bci.com - Sharon
South Haven, MI
lindburk@aol.com - Linda Burke-Williams
South Lyon, MI
mleveemiller@charter.net- Marilyn J Miller
St. Johns, MI
ppulltou@sbcglobal.net - Patsy Pullins
St Joseph, MI
markt@umich.edu –Mark Taylor
Stockbridge, MI
mperry248@aol.com - Connie Perry
Troy, MI
ronmagnuson@comcast.net - Ron Magnuson
Warren, MI
lpuryear@renaissanceunity.org - Linda Puryear
Warren, MI
tryry@comcast.net - Mary C Riley
Waterford, MI
wonhart@gmail.com - Vicki L. Wharton
Waterford, MI
jackofwb@juno.com - Jack
W. Bloomfield, MI
kkopro9885@aol.com - Karen Koprolces
White Cloud, MI
alanwoods56@yahoo.com- Alan Woods,
West Olive, MI
Continued next page...
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SURVIVORS SHARING continued...


DO YOU KNOW WHO I AM?

dworthy@usamedia.tv- Douglas
Grass Valley, CA
lkfrisco@msn.com - Lenore L Kalem
Santa Maria, CA
decopainter1998@yahoo.com - Jeannie White
Roseville, CA
Ellaroy@aol.com - Ellie
Colorado Springs CO
bashley1@cfl.rr.com - Burnett
Bushnell, FL
cndchurch@comcast.net-Charles Churchill
Winter in Englewood, FL
mrsrogers1944@gmail.com- Sharon Rogers
Lakeland, FL - Hopkins, MI
KRBWAY@aol.com - Ken
Hart, MI - Lakeland, FL
cmerrill@cfl.rr.com - Chuck T. Merrill
St. Cloud , FL
deniswahl7@gmail.com - Dennis Wahl
Margate, FL
meyers2@thevillages.net - Barbara Meyers
The Villages, FL
bettylien8@yahoo.com - Betty Schaub
Rock Spring, GA
JSGrady@aol.com - Jerome Grady
Fort Wayne, IN
donald14625@yahoo.com - Donald McQuay
Rochester, NY
professormike2@aol.com Mike
Whitestone, NY
abufflogal@yahoo.com- Barbara
Nashville, TN
byphyllis@dolislager.com - Phyllis Dolislager
Townsend, TN
paulblemberg@msn.com - Paul Blemberg
Alexandria, VA
wctubandt@aol.com - Walter C. Tubandt
Woodinville, WA

This happened at a New York Airport. This is
hilarious. I wish I had the guts of this girl.
An award should go to the United Airlines gate
agent in New York for being smart and funny,
while making her point, when confronted with
a passenger who probably deserved to fly as
cargo.
For all of you out there who have had to deal
with an irate customer, this one is for you.
A crowded United Airlines flight was canceled. A single agent was rebooking a long line
of inconvenienced travelers.
Suddenly, an angry passenger pushed his way
to the desk. He slapped his ticket on the counter and said, "I HAVE to be on this flight and
it has to be FIRST CLASS."
The agent replied, "I'm sorry, sir. I'll be happy to try to help you, but I've got to help
these folks first; and then I'm sure we'll be
able to work something out."
The passenger was not impressed.
He asked loudly, so that the passengers behind
him could hear, "DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA
WHO I AM?"
Without hesitating, the agent smiled and
grabbed her public address microphone. "May I have your attention, please?",
she began, her voice heard clearly throughout
the terminal.
"We have a passenger here at Gate 14 WHO
DOES NOT KNOW WHO HE IS.
If anyone can help him with his identity, please
come to Gate 14."
With the folks behind him in line laughing hysterically, the man glared at the United Airlines
agent, gritted his teeth, and said, "F*** You!"
Without flinching, she smiled and said, "I'm
sorry sir, you'll have to get in line for that,
too." 

********************
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Request to all Membership
Please check the mailing label on the back of this
Polio Perspectives for the expiration date of
your membership.
If membership renewal is due, your check
should be sent along with the completed
Membership Form found in this issue.

Please direct all MPN MEMBERSHIP and
ADDRESS CHANGES to one of the following
Board Members:

MICHIGAN POLIO NETWORK, INC.
MEMBERSHIP FORM
The Michigan Polio Network, Inc. is a
tax-exempt non-profit organization with
501 (c) (3) status. Your contribution is tax
deductible as allowed by law.
Membership includes our quarterly newsletter
Polio Perspectives, use of our library, voting
privileges as well as the networking and support
from our membership.
To join it is not necessary to be a resident of
Michigan or be a Polio Survivor.
PRINT:
Name —————————————————

Tim Brown at 313-886-6081
(tpbrown47@gmail.com)

Address _________________________________

or

City ____________________________________

Laura Barbour at 248-853-5465

State:______________

Zip: _____________

(denilaur@sbcglobal.net)

PHONE NUMBER _______________________
E-mail ———————————–—————
Are you a Polio survivor? ( ) Yes ( ) No

Life isn't about how
to survive the storm,
but how to dance in
the rain.

MEMBERSHIP FEE ONE YEAR ......... $15.00
MEMBERSHIP FEE FIVE YEARS ..... $65.00
LIFE MEMBERSHIP FEE ................. $150.00
In addition to my membership fee circled above,
I wish to make a contribution to support the
work of the Michigan Polio Network, INC.
$.......................
Make check payable to :
MICHIGAN POLIO NETWORK, INC.
AND mail to:
MICHIGAN POLIO NETWORK, INC.
1156 Avon Manor Rd
Rochester Hills, MI 48307-5415
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MICHIGAN
POLIO NETWORK
Board of Directors 2016-2017

Michigan Polio Network, Inc.
1156 Avon Manor Rd
Rochester Hills, MI 48307-5415

NON-PROFIT ORG
U. S. POSAGE
PAID
ITHACA, MI
PERMIT NO. 35

CHAIRMAN
Bruce E. Sachs ps 2016
1070 Balmoral St.
Mt. Clemens, MI 48043
(586) 465-3104
besachs@sbcglobal.net
FIRST VICE CHAIR
Timothy P Brown ps2016
1530 Fairholme Rd
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236
(313) 886-6081 tpbrown47@gmail.com
SECOND VICE CHAIR
Daniel A. Matakas ps2017
7569 Harrison
Westland, MI 48185 (734) 422-5659
SECRETARY
Dianne L. Dych-Sachs ps2017
1070 Balmoral
Mt Clemens, MI 48043
(586)465-3104
dldychsachs@comcast.net
ASSISTANT SECRETARY
Ginny Brown 2016
1530 Fairholme Rd
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236
(313) 886-6081

LIBRARIAN, Laura Barbour ps2017
1156 Avon Manor Road
Rochester Hills, MI 48307-5415
248-853-5465
denilaur@sbcglobal.net

Mike Scharl 2016
2541 Red Fox Trail
Troy, MI 48098-4213
(248) 645-2608
mscharl@mjscsi.com

POLIO PERSPECTIVES
EDITOR, Vera Hazel 2017
15235 Ackerson Dr
Battle Creek, MI 49014
(269) 964-8184
Hazel3SGS@comcast.net

Rick Schwendenmann ps2016
31100 South Hill Rd
New Hudson, MI 48165
(248) 667-9258
bigwheel1981@sbcglobal.net

Mike W. R. Davis ps2016
1919 Cedar Hill Dr
Royal Oak, MI 48067
248-399-0114
mwrdavis@gmail.com

TREASURER
Timothy P Brown ps2016
1530 Fairholme Rd
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236
(313) 886-6081 tpbrown47@gmail.com

William Thiedeman 2017
6537 Ostrum Rd.
Belding, MI 48809
(616) 794-9738 uscgbill@att,net

Gwen Dyc-Schwendenmann 2017
31100 South Hill Rd
DISCLAIMER!!
New Hudson, MI 48165
ALL MATERIAL IN THIS NEWSLETTER
(248) 667-9258
IS THAT OF THE INDIVIDUAL WRITERS
bigwheel1981@sbcglobal.net
AND DOES NOT CONSTITUTE AN
ASSISTANT TREASURER
ENDORSEMENT OF APPROVAL BY THE
Richard Kugel 2016
Carl Fenner ps2016
MICHIGAN POLIO NETWORK, INC. OR
2715 Plymouth
1146 Kettering St
ANY OF IT’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS OR
Shelby Twp, MI 48316
Burton, MI 48509-2368
POLIO PERSPECTIVES STAFF.
(586)786-1029 Rick_kugel@hotmail.com (810) 742-2709
IF YOU HAVE
PERSONAL MEDICAL PROBLEMS
CONSULT YOUR PHYSICIAN
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